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MESSAGE FROM THE

It gives me great pleasure to introduce our
first Newsletter for 2008.

This year will be one of significant growth for the Mental Health
Research Institute (MHRI).

We enjoyed considerable success in the round of competitive grants
announced in November 2007 by the National Health and Medical
Research Counil.

As a result we have seven new projects commencing this year. Four of
these address fundamental questions about Alzheimer's disease, one
is pursuing a novel therapy for Parkinson's disease and two projects
are investigating factors implicated in the onset of schizophrenia.

2008 will also be an important year in regard to our key role in

the Neuroscience Project at the University of Melbourne and Austin
Health. This major project will bring together over 500 researchers
dedicated to making significant strides forward in the treatment of
a range of brain disorders. The project will establish new research
facilities in the medical precinct of the University of Melbourne

and at Austin Health by 2011. Alongside the University and Austin
Health, our partners in the Neuroscience Project are the Florey
Neuroscience Institutes.

MHRIis the mental health arm of the Neuroscience Project. We
will lead scicntific programs in Neurodegeneration, fucusing on
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias, and Neuropsychiatry,
focusing on schizophrenia, depression and addictive disorders

Importantly the Project will bring us closer to our collaborato at the
University of Melbourne and the Florey Neuroscience Institutes arid

will give us ready access to the powerful platform technologies which
underpin research today.

The Project will also provide excellent new accommodation for the
Cunningham Dax Collection of Psychiatric Art, which operates under
MHRI management. The Collection will be housed on the ground
floor of the new Parkville Neuroscience Facility.

The Collection is one of the largest of its type in the world and is
visited each year by thousands of secondary schoo! students as part
of their psychology studies. Being in the new Parkville Neuroscience
Facility will enable the Collection to attract even more visits from
students and members of the public. The Collection will also be better
served by public transport than at present.

ook forward to meeting as many of the Institute’s supporters
as possible during 2008 and to keeping you informed about our
progress towards better understanding the causes of mental illnesses.
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